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Mike: Hey, Mari.

Mari: Hey.

Mike: So, I told you about 
Florida. How about you tell 
me something about New 
York?

Mari: New York, yeah. I was 
born in New York, and I lived 
there for a little bit over half 
of my life. There's lots to do 
in New York.

Mike: So, what 
part are you 
from?

Mari: I was born 
in New York City 
and then I grew 
up in the suburbs 
about 40 minutes 
north of New 
York City.

Mike: So, what 
did you do 
growing up?

Mari: When I was very 
young I used to go to 
museums with my parents or 
go to broadway shows, and go 
shopping as well.

Mike: So, you like the city 
life?

Mari: I do like the city life. 
It's very convenient. It's 
energetic. There's lots to do, 
and New York City is really 
diverse so it's fun to see the 
different communities and 
different people and tourists 

walking around.

Mike: So if I was 
visiting New 
York, what should 
I do?

Mari: It depends 
on which season 
you went to visit, 
so I don't know. If 
you went during 
the spring or 
summer time, I 
would suggest 

that you spend some time in 
Central Park. Go see sports. 
A lot of sporting events 
during the summer and there 
are a lot of events also in 
Central Park. There's 
outdoor theater and 

music concerts and stuff  but 
if you went maybe in the 
wintertime, you should go see 
all the windows on Fifth 
Avenue that are decorated 
with very holiday themed 
decorations and Rockefeller 
Center  is known for their big 
Christmas tree, and you just 
get a really fun feeling in New 
York City. Everyone's a little 
bit more nicer, and I don't 
know, I like all the seasons in 
New York City so it depends 
on which season you decide 
to visit.

Mike: Ah, sounds great, so 
there's a lot of things to do in 
New York.

Mari: Yeah.

New York, 
New York
Mari gives advice on 
what to do and see 
while in New York. 
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Comprehension Page

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) Where was Mari born?
a) New York City
b) The suburbs
c) Tokyo

2) What does she mention about city life?
a) The glamour
b) The diversity
c) The unexpected

3) What should Mike consider first?
a) The season
b) His budget
c) His length of stay

4) What is Mari's favorite time in New York?
a) She prefers the holidays.
b) She prefers warm weather.
c) She has no preference.

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. over half my life

2. the suburbs

3. Broadway

4. really diverse

5. Fifth Avenue

___ variety; many types of people

___ famous street with many tall buildings

___ if you’re 20, it’s 10

___ the area around the urban center

___ famous street with many theaters

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order. 

1.     New York   something  about  how about you tell me  ?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.     so  did you do  what  growing up   ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.     life  the city you like  so   ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.     visiting  New York  I do   if I was  what should  ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                                                                              
Discussion: Can you remember how Ivan answered the above questions?
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Summary
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Bits and Pieces

Mike: Hey, Mari.

Mari: Hey.

Mike: So, I told you about Florida. How about 
you tell me something about New York?

Mari: New York, yeah. __________ born in 
New York, and I lived there for a little bit over 
half of my life. __________ to do in New York.

Mike: So, what part are you from?

Mari: I was born in New York City and then I 
__________ the suburbs about 40 minutes 
north of New York City.

Mike: So, what did you do growing up?

Mari: When I was very young __________ go 
to museums with my parents or go to broadway 
shows, and go shopping as well.

Mike: So, you like the city life?

Mari: I do like the city life. __________ very 
convenient. It's energetic. There's lots to do, 
and New York City is really diverse so it's fun 
to see the different communities and different 
people and tourists walking around.

Mike: So if I was visiting New York, what 
should I do?

Mari: __________which season you went to 
visit, so I don't know if you went during the 
spring or summer time, __________ that you 
spend some time in Central Park. Go see 
sports. A lot of sporting events during the 
summer and there are a lot of events also in 
Central Park. __________ outdoor theater and 
music concerts and stuff  but if you went 
maybe in the wintertime, you should go see all 
the windows on Fifth Avenue that are 
decorated with very holiday themed 
decorations and Rockefeller Center  is known 
for their big Christmas tree, and you just get a 
really fun feeling in New York City. __________ 
a little bit more nicer, and I don't know, I like 
all the seasons in New York City so it depends 
on which season you decide to visit.

Mike: Ah, sounds great, so there's a lot of 
things to do in New York.

Mari: Yeah.

Listen online to check your answers.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

there’s lots 
I used to

it depends on
there’s
I was

grew up in
it’s

I would suggest
everyone’s

http://www.elllo.org
http://www.elllo.org


elllo.org    

Go online for the slide show, interactive quiz, and free downloadable MP3 of this interview: www.elllo.org : Interview #858

Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1. What did you do growing 
up?

2. Do you like the big city life?

3. What is your favorite 
season?

4. What do you imagine when 
you think of New York City?

5. Is your hometown diverse?

6. Is the city you live in now 
convenient?

Claudia - Portugal Juan - U.S.

Whenever I think of New York, 
I think of action. First I think of 
lots of people walking on the 
street. Then I think of all the 
activity inside thousands of 
buildings. Then I think of all the 
traffic and taxi cabs. All in all, it 
seems interesting but I’m too 
lazy for all that action. 

Even though most people like 
summer best, I like winter. One 
reason is that I grew up in 
Florida which was too hot. 
Another reason is that I like 
winter fashions. The last reason 
is that I enjoy getting together 
with everyone over the 
holidays. Winter is best for me.

Maiko - Japan Marcos - Dominican R.

Although recently there are more 
foreigners, my town isn’t very 
multicultural. There are some 
Chinese and Korean people who 
tend to work in restaurants. 
There are some Brazilians who 
work in factories. The English 
speakers work in schools. Overall 
though, it’s 99.9% Japanese.

If I could go back to my 
childhood, I would do it in a 
heartbeat. I used to spend the 
weekends riding my bike with 
friends. I spent the afternoons 
playing baseballs. In the 
evening, I would read comic 
books. Unfortunately, now my 
life is just work, work, work. 
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Comprehension Page: ANSWER KEY

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) Where was Mari born?
a) New York City
b) The suburbs
c) Tokyo

2) What does she mention about city life?
a) The glamour
b) The diversity
c) The unexpected

3) What should Mike consider first?
a) The season
b) His budget
c) His length of stay

4) What is Mari's favorite time in New York?
a) She prefers the holidays.
b) She prefers warm weather.
c) She has no preference.

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. over half my life

2. the suburbs

3. Broadway

4. really diverse

5. Fifth Avenue

4     variety; many types of people

5     famous street with many tall buildings

1     if you’re 20, it’s 10

2     the area around the urban center

3     famous street with many theaters

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.  
                      Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 
1.     New York   something  about  how about you tell me  ?

How about you tell me something about New York?

2.     so  did you do  what  growing up   ?

So what did you do growing up?

3.     life  the city you like  so   ?

So, you like the city life?

4.     visiting  New York  I do   If I was  what should  ?

If I was visiting New York, what should I do?

                                                                                                                              
Discussion: Can you remember how Mari answered the above questions?
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Bits and Pieces: ANSWER KEY

Mike: Hey, Mari.

Mari: Hey.

Mike: So, I told you about Florida. How about 
you tell me something about New York?

Mari: New York, yeah. I was born in New 
York, and I lived there for a little bit over half 
of my life. There’s lots to do in New York.

Mike: So, what part are you from?

Mari: I was born in New York City and then I 
grew up in the suburbs about 40 minutes 
north of New York City.

Mike: So, what did you do growing up?

Mari: When I was very young I used to go to 
museums with my parents or go to broadway 
shows, and go shopping as well.

Mike: So, you like the city life?

Mari: I do like the city life. It’s very 
convenient. It's energetic. There's lots to do, 
and New York City is really diverse so it's fun 
to see the different communities and different 
people and tourists walking around.

Mike: So if I was visiting New York, what 
should I do?

Mari: It depends on which season you went 
to visit, so I don't know if you went during the 
spring or summer time, I would suggest that 
you spend some time in Central Park. Go see 
sports. A lot of sporting events during the 
summer and there are a lot of events also in 
Central Park. There’s outdoor theater and 
music concerts and stuff  but if you went 
maybe in the wintertime, you should go see all 
the windows on Fifth Avenue that are 
decorated with very holiday themed 
decorations and Rockefeller Center  is known 
for their big Christmas tree, and you just get a 
really fun feeling in New York City. 
Everyone’s a little bit more nicer, and I don't 
know, I like all the seasons in New York City so 
it depends on which season you decide to visit.

Mike: Ah, sounds great, so there's a lot of 
things to do in New York.

Mari: Yeah.

Listen online to check your answers.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

there’s lots 
I used to

it depends on
there’s
I was

grew up in
it’s

I would suggest
everyone’s

http://www.elllo.org
http://www.elllo.org

