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Mari: This week's theme is 
comparing cities. Mike, 
you've lived in both Florida 
and Hawaii, and 
both of these 
places, people go 
there on vacation, 
so can you 
compare the 
weather?

Mike: Well, 
actually both 
places are warm 
most of the year. 
Well, actually Hawaii is warm 
all year. But I would say that 
Hawaii's weather is probably 
better than Florida because 
the weather in Hawaii is not 
as extreme as it is in Florida 
and... so whereas the 
temperatures in Florida 
would range from fifty degree 
to ninety degrees, in Hawaii 
it would stay between 
seventy-five and eighty-five 
degrees most of the year.

Mari: Wow. That's really nice 
weather. How about the 
food?

Mike: Well the food, in both 
places are really good but it's 
quite different. Both places of 
course you can get good 

American food, 
like burgers and 
that type of thing, 
but in Florida you 
get a lot of foods 
such as Cuban 
food or Jamaican 
food which is 
really good that 
you can't get in 

Hawaii, but in Hawaii there's 
a lot of Asian influence so you 
can get really good Japanese 
food or Thai food, but also 
traditional Polynesian food as 
well.

Mari: Wow. Sounds yummy. 
How about the shopping?

Mike: Well, the shopping 
varies between both places. 
Florida is a lot cheaper than 
Hawaii. Food shopping as 
well as clothing and that sort 
of thing. I guess in Hawaii 
everything has to be shipped 
over so it's a little bit more 
expensive.

Mari: I didn't know that. 
How about the night life?

Mike: The night life in both 
places are really good. Hawaii 
has a lot of clubs if you like 
that type of thing and Florida 
of course has a lot of clubs if 
you like that type of thing, 
but there's also good bars or 
just movies and shows in 
both places.

Mari: If you could live in one 
place, where would you live?

Mike: I would choose to live 
in Hawaii. Well, I'm from 
Hawaii so I have a bias 
towards it, but I think 
Hawaii would be better 
between the two places for 
me.

Palm 
Spots
Mike compares 
America’s two 
tropical states of 
Hawaii and Florida.
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Comprehension Page

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) Why does Mike prefer the weather in Hawaii?
a) It is much cooler.
b) It does not snow.
c) It is less extreme.

2) What similar about the food in both places?
a) Really healthy choices
b) Lots of international foods
c) Really big servings

3) Where is shopping expensive?
a) Hawaii 
b) Florida
c) Both places

4) Where would Mike prefer to live?
a) Florida
b) Hawaii
c) Neither place

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. not as extreme

2. range from

3. that type of thing

4. Asian influence

5. sounds yummy

___ good to eat

___ influx of oriental culture

___ and so on

___ a difference between numbers

___ mild; medium

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order. 

1.     the weather  compare  between  can you Hawaii and Florida   ?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.     in each  place  how  about the food ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.     the two places  between  in prices  difference  what is the  ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.     in one place  if you  where   could live  would you  live  ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

                                                                                                                              
Discussion: Can you remember how Mari answered the above questions?
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Summary

The Weather The Food

The Shopping The Nightlife
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Bits and Pieces

Mari: This week's theme is _______________ 
cities. Mike, you've lived in both Florida and 
Hawaii, and both of these places, people go 
there on vacation, so can you compare the 
weather?

Mike: Well, actually both places are warm 
most of the year. Well, actually Hawaii is warm 
all year. But I would say that Hawaii's weather 
_______________ Florida because the weather 
in Hawaii is not as extreme as it is in Florida 
and... so _______________ in Florida would 
range from fifty degrees to ninety degrees, in 
Hawaii it would stay between seventy-five and 
eighty-five degrees most of the year.

Mari: Wow. That's really nice weather. How 
about the food?

Mike: Well the food, in both places are really 
good but it's quite different. Both places of 
course you can get good American food, like 
burgers and that type of thing, but in Florida 
you get a lot of foods _______________Cuban 

food or Jamaican food _______________ really 
good that you can't get in Hawaii, but in 
Hawaii there's a lot of Asian influence 
_______________ get really good Japanese 
food or Thai food, but also traditional 
Polynesian food as well.

Mari: Wow. Sounds yummy. How about the 
shopping?

Mike: Well, the shopping varies between both 
places. Florida is _______________ Hawaii. 
Food shopping as well as clothing and that sort 
of thing. I guess in Hawaii everything has to be 
shipped over so it's a little bit more expensive.

Mari: I didn't know that. How about the night 
life?

Mike: The night life _______________ are 
really good. Hawaii has a lot of clubs if you like 
that type of thing and Florida of course has a 
lot of clubs if you like that type of thing, but 
there's also good bars or just movies and shows 
in both places.

Mari: If you could live in one place, where 
would you live?

Mike: I would choose to live in Hawaii. Well, 
I'm from Hawaii _______________ towards it, 
but I think Hawaii would be better 
_______________ for me.

Listen online to check your answers.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

comparing
between the two places

which is
is probably better than

such as
whereas the temperatures

a lot cheaper than
so you can

in both places
so I have a bias
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1. Based on Mike’s answers, 
which city sounds better to 
you?

2. Have you ever taken a 
vacation to a tropical location?

3. What is the temperature 
range in each season where you 
live?

4. Are you the type of person 
that enjoys going to clubs?

5. Is there an Asian influence 
where you live?

 Jamie - New Zealand Burak - Turkey

If you ever get married, take your 
honeymoon in the Greek island 
of Santorini. First, the sea is 
torquoise and it’s amazingly 
romantic. Next, the architecture 
and landscape are a feast for the 
eyes. Last, there are plenty of 
private beaches. Truly, it is the 
ultimate romantic getaway. 

Even though Turkey is near the 
Middle East, it gets colder than 
people expect. The winter 
temperatures range fron 3 °C to 
8 °C . The warmest month is 
July with the mercury ranging 
from 19 °C to 28 °C but the 
humid air makes it seem hotter.  
It’s not the desert you imagine.

Brooke- Canada Zaya - Mongolia

Whenever people tease me for 
not partying, it doesn’t bother me. 
First of all, I’d rather save my 
money (and brain cells) for 
college. Second, it’s not easy to 
get into medical school so I have 
to study so hard. Finally, I can 
find more interesting things to 
do than get drunk and throw up.

While Florida sounds exciting, 
I think I agree with Mike. The 
first reason is that I am Asian 
so I think I would feel more at 
home. Next, I’m really scared 
of hurricanes. The shopping is 
more expensive but I think the 
salaries would be higher too. 
Send me to Hawaii please! 
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Comprehension Page: ANSWER KEY

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) Why does Mike prefer the weather in Hawaii?
a) It is much cooler.
b) It does not snow.
c) It is less extreme.

2) What similar about the food in both places?
a) Really healthy choices
b) Lots of international foods
c) Really big servings

3) Where is shopping expensive?
a) Hawaii 
b) Florida
c) Both places

4) Where would Mike prefer to live?
a) Florida
b) Hawaii
c) Neither place

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. not as extreme

2. range from

3. that type of thing

4. Asian influence

5. sounds yummy

5  good to eat

4  influx of oriental culture

3  and so on

2  a difference between numbers

1  mild; medium

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.  
                      Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 
1.     the weather  compare  between  can you Hawaii and Florida   ?

Can you compare the weather between Hawaii and Florida?

2.     in each  place  how  about the food?

How about the food in each place?

3.     the two places  between  in prices  difference  what is the  ?

What is the difference in prices between the two places?

4.     in one place  if you  where   could live  would you  live  ?

If you could live in one place, where would you live?

                                                                                                                              
Discussion: Can you remember how Mike answered the above questions?
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Bits and Pieces: ANSWER KEY

Mari: This week's theme is comparing cities. 
Mike, you've lived in both Florida and Hawaii, 
and both of these places, people go there on 
vacation, so can you compare the weather?

Mike: Well, actually both places are warm 
most of the year. Well, actually Hawaii is warm 
all year. But I would say that Hawaii's weather 
is probably better than Florida because the 
weather in Hawaii is not as extreme as it is in 
Florida and... so whereas the temperatures 
in Florida would range from fifty degrees to 
ninety degrees, in Hawaii it would stay 
between seventy-five and eighty-five degrees 
most of the year.

Mari: Wow. That's really nice weather. How 
about the food?

Mike: Well the food, in both places are really 
good but it's quite different. Both places of 
course you can get good American food, like 
burgers and that type of thing, but in Florida 
you get a lot of foods such as Cuban food or 

Jamaican food which is really good that you 
can't get in Hawaii, but in Hawaii there's a lot 
of Asian influence so you can get really good 
Japanese food or Thai food, but also traditional 
Polynesian food as well.

Mari: Wow. Sounds yummy. How about the 
shopping?

Mike: Well, the shopping varies between both 
places. Florida is a lot cheaper than Hawaii. 
Food shopping as well as clothing and that sort 
of thing. I guess in Hawaii everything has to be 
shipped over so it's a little bit more expensive.

Mari: I didn't know that. How about the night 
life?

Mike: The night life in both places are really 
good. Hawaii has a lot of clubs if you like that 
type of thing and Florida of course has a lot of 
clubs if you like that type of thing, but there's 
also good bars or just movies and shows in 
both places.

Mari: If you could live in one place, where 
would you live?

Mike: I would choose to live in Hawaii. Well, 
I'm from Hawaii so I have a bias towards it, 
but I think Hawaii would be better between 
the two places for me.

Listen online to check your answers.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

comparing
between the two places

which is
is probably better than

such as
whereas the temperatures

a lot cheaper than
so you can

in both places
so I have a bias
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