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Lindsay: So Jake, we are 
thinking of getting a dog. 
What do you think about 
that?

Jake: Well, that could be a 
good idea. Dogs can make 
good companions.

Lindsay: Yeah, I think so. 
That's why we want to get 
one, but the problem is our 
apartment is really small. Do 
you think my apartment is 
too small for the dog?

Jake: It could be. Dogs can 
get very lonely too if don't 
take care of them.

Lindsay: Yeah, everyone 
keeps warning me about the 
fact that not only is my 
apartment small but I'm not 
home a lot and either is my 
fiance so the dog will be 
home a lot of the time by 
itself.

Jake: Well, then maybe you'd 
better reconsider getting one.

Lindsay: But they're so cute 
and I'll walk it in the morning 
and when I come home from 
work. I mean, do you think 
that that will be OK for the 
dog?

Jake: Well, I'm not so sure. 
Personally, I don't really see 
what's so great about having a 
dog anyway.

Lindsay: Oh, what! You 
don't like dogs?

Jake: Not really. I mean, 
well, first of all, I'm a little bit 
afraid of them. I think maybe 
I was attacked when I was 
very young, but I don't like 
them very much.

Lindsay: So you're afraid of 
them or you don't like them, 
or both?

Jake: Both. I think also, 
sometimes they're kind of 
dirty inside of the house. 
They leave lots of pet hair 
and sometimes they're not 
properly toilet trained.

Lindsay: Well, of course. 
They're like babies. You have 
to train them to go outside, 
but once they're trained they 
can be wonderful 
companions, and I don't 
know they're pretty soft and 
cute and lovable.

Jake: But I don't think it's 
worth the extra work. You 
have to clean up after them 
and of course, like you said, 
you have to train them.

Lindsay:  But a dog will 
always love you. There's not 
another animal that's like 
that.  That will always love 
you no matter what. Don't 
you think so? Can you think 
of another animal that will 
always love you?

Jake: Cats maybe. 

Lindsay: No way. Cats are so 
finicky. Cats don't really like 
you, I feel like. I feel like the 
dog is there right when you 
walk in the door waiting for 
you to come home. A cat is 
out next door walking on the 
fence. They don't care about 
you.

Jake: Yeah, you're right. I 
think dogs are more friendly 
than cats overall.

Lindsay: I think you're just 
afraid of dogs because you 
haven't had a good experience 
with a dog, but if I get a dog 
then you can come to my 
house and play with my dog.

Jake: I am sure I would like 
your dog.
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Comprehension Page

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What does Lindsay worry about?
a)  The dog will be messy.
b)  The dog will chew the furniture.
c)  The dog will get lonely.

2)  What does Jake think about dogs?
a)  The are scary.
b)  They are expensive.
c)  They are loyal.

3)  What does Lindsay like about dogs?
a)  They protect you.
b)  They love you.
c)  They make you laugh.

4) What does Lindsay suggest ?
a)  Jake get a dog.
b)  Jake get a cat.
c)  Jake visit her.

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. finicky 

2. toilet trained

3. reconsider

4. warn

5. you’d better

(    ) it is recommended

(    ) difficult to please

(    ) able to control going to the bathroom

(    ) think about changing a decision

(    ) alert

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order. 

1.    getting   you   Are  a dog  thinking of  | ?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.   you  dogs  Don’t  like | ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.    Were  ever  |  you  |  attacked  you   a kid  as | ?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.   is cruel   Do   to keep | think it    you    inside a   a dog | small apartment | ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussion: How do you think Jake would answer the questions above?
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Bits and Pieces

Lindsay: So Jake, we are thinking of getting a 
dog. What do you think about that?

Jake: Well, that ___________ good idea. Dogs 
can make good companions.

Lindsay: Yeah, I think so. That's why we want 
to get one, but the problem is our apartment is 
really small. ___________ my apartment is too 
small for the dog?

Jake: It could be. Dogs can get very lonely too 
if don't take care of them.

Lindsay: Yeah, everyone keeps warning me 
about the fact ___________ my apartment 
small but I'm not home a lot and either is my 
fiance so the dog will be home a lot of the time 
by itself.

Jake: Well, then maybe you'd better 
reconsider getting one.

Lindsay: But they're ___________ I'll walk it 
in the morning and when I come home from 
work. I mean, do you think that that will be 
OK for the dog?

Jake: Well, I'm not so sure. Personally, I don't 
really see what's so great about having a dog 
anyway.
Lindsay: Oh, what! You don't like dogs?

Jake: Not really. I mean, well, first of all, I'm a 
little bit afraid of them. I think maybe I was 
attacked when I was very young, but I don't 
like them very much.

Lindsay: So you're afraid of them or you don't 
like them, or both?

Jake: Both. I think also, sometimes they're 
kind of ___________ the house. They leave lots 
of pet hair and sometimes they're not properly 
toilet trained.

Lindsay: Well, of course. They're like babies. 
You have to train them to go outside, but once 
they're trained they can be wonderful 
companions, and I don't know they're pretty 
soft and cute and lovable.

Jake: But I don't think it's worth the extra 
work. You have to clean up after them and of 
course, like you said, you have to train them.

Lindsay:  But a dog will always love you. 
There's not another animal that's like that.  
That will ___________ no matter what. Don't 
you think so? Can you think of another animal 
that will always love you?

Jake: Cats maybe. 

Lindsay: No way. Cats are so finicky. Cats 
don't really like you, I feel like. I feel like the 
dog is there right when you walk in the door 
___________ to come home. A cat is out next 
door walking on the fence. They don't care 
about you.

Jake: Yeah, you're right. I think dogs are more 
friendly than cats overall.

Lindsay: I think ___________ of dogs 
because you haven't had a good experience 
with a dog, but if I get a dog then you can 
come to my house and play with my dog.

Jake: I am sure I would like your dog.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

you’re just afraid
always love you

could be a
dirty inside of
that not only is
Do you think

waiting for you
so cute and
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1) Do you like dogs?

2) What is your favorite kind 
of dog?

3) Do you think big dogs are 
more fun than small dogs?

4) Should dogs always be on a 
leash when in public?

5) Do you think it is cruel to 
keep a dog in a small 
apartment?

 Al - England Marie - France
I have a dog at the moment and as it 
turns out my flat is quite small,  but 
I don’t think it is mean or cruel to 
my dog, Lucky, because he gets 
outside every day, usually more than 
once, and overall, he seems like a 
very happy dog. I do think it is cruel 
though to have a dog tied up all day 
and never to walk it or take it 
outside. 

We have a lot of dogs in Paris and 
people do keep them on a leash. I 
think that this is the right thing to 
do. There are a lot people who do 
not like dogs or maybe they are 
afraid of dogs, and I think it gives 
them a sense of safety if they 
know a dog is on a leash. When a 
dog is not on a leash, I think it 
makes some people nervous. 

Sonny the Cat - America Somchai - Thailand
I am a cat and I do not like dogs at 
all. In fact, I think dogs make 
terrible pets. For one, you need to 
keep them in a fence or on a leash or 
they will run away and they are too 
stupid to find their way home. You 
never have that problem with cats. 
Also, they can be dangerous at times. 
Cats can be unfriendly at times, but 
in general, we rarely hurt people. 

I love all kinds of dogs, but I think 
that larger dogs are  a lot more 
interesting and funny than little 
dogs. When I was in school, I had 
a friend who had a huge dog, a 
Great Dane, and it was a lot of 
fun. It was always in trouble for 
breaking things, but it was a gentle 
giant. My girlfriend has a little dog 
and it cute but not as fun.
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Comprehension Page : Answers

Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What does Lindsay worry about?
a)  The dog will be messy.
b)  The dog will chew the furniture.
c)  The dog will get lonely.

2)  What does Jake think about dogs?
a)  The are scary.
b)  They are expensive.
c)  They are loyal.

3)  What does Lindsay like about dogs?
a)  They protect you.
b)  They love you.
c)  They make you laugh.

4) What does Lindsay suggest ?
a)  Jake get a dog.
b)  Jake get a cat.
c)  Jake visit her.

Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. finicky 

2. toilet trained

3. reconsider

4. warn

5. you’d better

( 5 ) it is recommended

( 1 ) difficult to please

( 2 ) able to control going to the bathroom

( 3 ) think about changing a decision

( 4 ) alert

Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order. 

1.    getting   you   Are  a dog  thinking of  | ?
Are you thinking of getting a dog?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
2.   you  dogs  Don’t  like | ?  
Don’t you like dogs?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------3.    
3.  Were  ever  |  you  |  attacked  you   a kid  as | ? 
Were you attacked as a kid?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.   is cruel   Do   to keep | think it    you    inside a   a dog | small apartment | ?
Do you think it is cruel to keep a dog inside a small apartment?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Bits and Pieces : Answers

Lindsay: So Jake, we are thinking of getting a 
dog. What do you think about that?

Jake: Well, that could be a good idea. Dogs 
can make good companions.

Lyndsay: Yeah, I think so. That's why we 
want to get one, but the problem is our 
apartment is really small. Do you think my 
apartment is too small for the dog?

Jake: It could be. Dogs can get very lonely too 
if don't take care of them.

Lindsay: Yeah, everyone keeps warning me 
about the fact that not only is my apartment 
small but I'm not home a lot and either is my 
fiance so the dog will be home a lot of the time 
by itself.

Jake: Well, then maybe you'd better 
reconsider getting one.

Lyndsay: But they're so cute and I'll walk it 
in the morning and when I come home from 
work. I mean, do you think that that will be 
OK for the dog?

Jake: Well, I'm not so sure. Personally, I don't 
really see what's so great about having a dog 
anyway.
Lindsay: Oh, what! You don't like dogs?

Jake: Not really. I mean, well, first of all, I'm a 
little bit afraid of them. I think maybe I was 
attacked when I was very young, but I don't 
like them very much.

Lyndsay: So you're afraid of them or you 
don't like them, or both?

Jake: Both. I think also, sometimes they're 
kind of dirty inside of the house. They leave 
lots of pet hair and sometimes they're not 
properly toilet trained.

Lindsay: Well, of course. They're like babies. 
You have to train them to go outside, but once 
they're trained they can be wonderful 
companions, and I don't know they're pretty 
soft and cute and lovable.

Jake: But I don't think it's worth the extra 
work. You have to clean up after them and of 
course, like you said, you have to train them.

Lyndsay:  But a dog will always love you. 
There's not another animal that's like that.  
That will always love you no matter what. 
Don't you think so? Can you think of another 
animal that will always love you?

Jake: Cats maybe. 

Lindsay: No way. Cats are so finicky. Cats 
don't really like you, I feel like. I feel like the 
dog is there right when you walk in the door 
waiting for you to come home. A cat is out 
next door walking on the fence. They don't 
care about you.

Jake: Yeah, you're right. I think dogs are more 
friendly than cats overall.

Lyndsay: I think you're just afraid of dogs 
because you haven't had a good experience 
with a dog, but if I get a dog then you can 
come to my house and play with my dog.

Jake: I am sure I would like your dog.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

you’re just afraid
always love you

could be a
dirty inside of
that not only is
Do you think

waiting for you
so cute and
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