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Lindsay: So if you buy a 
game, how long does it 
take you to beat the game? 
One year or fifteen hours 
or what?

Jake: Well, maybe the 
shortest ones are only 
about six hours but it all 
depends on how much 
you're playing it. If it's 
something I really like, 
sometimes I can't 
put it down 
and I just 
keep playing 
it and I finish 
it in a few 
days and 
sometimes, well, 
it's alright but I can't 
get myself to keep playing 
it so sometimes it can take 
me a few months to finish a 
game.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. So do 
you think you're a very 
skillful video game player?

Jake: No, I'm pretty bad 
sometimes, especially at 
the newer games. I'm 
better at the old ones.

Lindsay: One final 
question, do you think it's 
more important to beat the 
actual video game or when 
you're playing with 

someone to beat the 
person that you're playing 
with?

Jake: What do you mean?

Lindsay: So, you 
know, when you're 
friend comes over 

and you're both 
playing the video 

games together and 
you're competing against 
one each other, or is it 
better to actually like beat 
the video game itself? Does 
that make sense? Don't you 
usually against your friend?

Jake: Yeah, sometimes I 
play against my friends, but 
it seems like there's less 
goal to it when you're 
playing against someone 
else. You win sometimes 
and you lose sometimes, 
but once you finish the 
game, then you can feel 
like you've accomplished 
something.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. Have 
you ever been so addicted 

to a game, and then you 
finished it and you were 
disappointed because you 
liked the game so much?

Jake: Actually, that 
happens a lot. Sometimes 
you finish a game that you 
really like and you wish 
there were more games 
that you could keep playing 
it.

Lindsay: OK, that 
happens to me but that's 
when I am reading a book, 
or yeah, usually when I'm 
reading a book or finish a 
long project but I can't 
imagine that happening 
with a video game.

Jake: It's exactly the same 
as with a book or with a 
TV series or something 
else that you really enjoy. 
When it's finished...

Lindsay: It's bitter sweet, 
right?

Jake: Yes, exactly.

End Game
Jakes talks about playing 
video games.
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Comprehension Page elllo.org

B) Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) What do you mean? reached a goal

2) can't get myself stop doing

3) bitter sweet no desire

4) accomplished something Please explain more

5) put it down both positive and negative

C) Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1)

 game | video | player | you | very  |  Are | a | skillful |  ?

2)

 game | the | sad | is | you | Are | once | game |  ?

3)

game | player | Is | or | it | more | to | important | beat | another | the |  ?

How would Jake 
respond to the 

questions?4)

you | feel | you | when | do | finish | How | book | a |  ?

A) Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What do they talk about first? 3) What does Jake prefer to play?

a) Buying a game
b) Beating a game
c) Breaking a game

a) Against a friend
b) Against the machine
c) The same game over and over

2) What confuses Jake? 4) What do they say is bitter sweet?

a) Older games
b) Newer games
c) Lindsay's question

a) The end of a game or book
b) The price of games and movies
c) No having access to games
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Bits and Pieces

Lindsay: So if you buy a game, how long 
does it take you ___________ the game? 
One year or fifteen hours or what?

Jake: Well, maybe the shortest ones are 
only about six hours but it all depends on 
how much you're playing it. If it's 
something I really like, sometimes I can't 
put it down and I just keep playing it and I 
finish it in a ___________ and sometimes, 
well, it's alright but I can't get myself to 
keep playing it so sometimes it can take me 
a few months to finish a game.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. So do you think you're 
a very skillful video game player?

Jake: No, I'm pretty bad sometimes, 
especially at the newer games. I'm 
___________ the old ones.

Lindsay: One final question, do you think 
it's more important to beat the actual 
video game or when you're playing with 
someone to beat the person that you're 
___________?

Jake: What do you mean?

Lindsay: So, you know, when you're friend 
comes over and you're both playing the 
video games together and you're 
competing against one each other, or is it 
better to actually like beat the video game 
itself? Does that make sense? Don't you 
usually against your friend?

Jake: Yeah, sometimes I play against my 
friends, but it ___________ there's less goal 
to it when you're playing against someone 
else. You win sometimes and you lose 
sometimes, but once you finish the game, 
then you can feel like you've accomplished 
something.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. Have you ever been so 
addicted to a game, and ___________ 
finished it and you were disappointed 
because you liked the game so much?

Jake: Actually, that happens a lot. 
Sometimes you finish a game that you 
really like and you wish there were more 
games that you could keep playing it.

Lindsay: OK, that happens to me but 
that's when I am reading a book, or yeah, 
usually when I'm reading a book or finish a 
long project but I can't imagine that 
happening with a video game.

Jake: It's ___________ same as with a 
book or with a TV series or something else 
that you really enjoy. When it's finished...

Lindsay: It's ___________, right?

Jake: Yes, exactly.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

playing with
then you
seems like
few days

bitter sweet
to beat

exactly the
better at
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1) Do you play a lot of video 
game?

2) Can video games teach life 
skills?

3) What is the best brand for 
video games?

4) What is more interesting, 
TV or video games?

5) Do you think video games 
are too violent?

 Andres - Lithuania Mario - Spain
It is very cold in my country in 
winter so playing video games is very 
popular. Some of my friends are 
really into the games, especially the 
RPG, or role-playing games. I do 
play sometimes with my little 
brother but usually I do not like to 
play much. I prefer to listen to music 
or read, but I do play maybe a few 
hours a week.

I think video games are much 
more interesting than television. I 
think TV is really boring. All you 
do is sit there and watch. It is too 
passive for me. I prefer to play 
video games because you are more 
active. I really like the new 
interactive games where you have 
to move your body. I just bought 
the new golf game and I love it.

Karie - The United States Ruth - Ireland
I have a teenage son and he plays a 
lot of video games and I do think 
they are too violent. He tried to 
explain to me that the games are 
harmless and that they are no 
different than TV and movies, which 
I sort of agree. My son is 17 though, 
so I think he should make his own 
decisions but I wish he would not 
play them so much.

Ten years ago I would have 
answered no to this question, but 
I think some of the games out 
there now are quite useful. For 
example, my friend has a game 
that teaches you how to manage 
money. As you play the game, you 
have to manage a budget and the 
game teaches the basics about 
money and finance. 
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Comprehension Page elllo.org

B) Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) What do you mean? 4 reached a goal

2) can't get myself 5 stop doing

3) bitter sweet 2 no desire

4) accomplished something 1 Please explain more

5) put it down 3 both positive and negative

C) Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1) Are you a very skillful video game player?

 game | video | player | you | very  |  Are | a | skillful |  ?

2) Are you sad once the game is finished?

 game | the | sad | is | you | Are | once | game |  ?

3) Is it more important to beat the machine or another player?

 game | player | Is | or | it | more | to | important | beat | another | the |  ?

How would Jake 
respond to the 

questions?4) How do you feel when you finish a book?

you | feel | you | when | do | finish | How | book | a |  ?

A) Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What do they talk about first? 3) What does Jake prefer to play?

a) Buying a game
b) Beating a game
c) Breaking a game

a) Against a friend
b) Against the machine
c) The same game over and over

2) What confuses Jake? 4) What do they say is bitter sweet?

a) Older games
b) Newer games
c) Lindsay's question

a) The end of a game or book
b) The price of games and movies
c) No having access to games
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Bits and Pieces

Lindsay: So if you buy a game, how long 
does it take you to beat the game? One 
year or fifteen hours or what?

Jake: Well, maybe the shortest ones are 
only about six hours but it all depends on 
how much you're playing it. If it's 
something I really like, sometimes I can't 
put it down and I just keep playing it and I 
finish it in a few days and sometimes, 
well, it's alright but I can't get myself to 
keep playing it so sometimes it can take me 
a few months to finish a game.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. So do you think you're 
a very skillful video game player?

Jake: No, I'm pretty bad sometimes, 
especially at the newer games. I'm better 
at the old ones.

Lindsay: One final question, do you think 
it's more important to beat the actual 
video game or when you're playing with 
someone to beat the person that you're 
playing with?

Jake: What do you mean?

Lindsay: So, you know, when you're friend 
comes over and you're both playing the 
video games together and you're 
competing against one each other, or is it 
better to actually like beat the video game 
itself? Does that make sense? Don't you 
usually against your friend?

Jake: Yeah, sometimes I play against my 
friends, but it seems like there's less goal 
to it when you're playing against someone 
else. You win sometimes and you lose 
sometimes, but once you finish the game, 
then you can feel like you've accomplished 
something.

Lindsay: Oh, OK. Have you ever been so 
addicted to a game, and then you finished 
it and you were disappointed because you 
liked the game so much?

Jake: Actually, that happens a lot. 
Sometimes you finish a game that you 
really like and you wish there were more 
games that you could keep playing it.

Lindsay: OK, that happens to me but 
that's when I am reading a book, or yeah, 
usually when I'm reading a book or finish a 
long project but I can't imagine that 
happening with a video game.

Jake: It's exactly the same as with a book 
or with a TV series or something else that 
you really enjoy. When it's finished...

Lindsay: It's bitter sweet, right?

Jake: Yes, exactly.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

playing with
then you
seems like
few days

bitter sweet
to beat

exactly the
better at
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