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Jeff: So, Jonathan, you are 
the... maybe the most 
prolific traveler I have ever 
met, and your home is a 
suitcase, so how do you live 
out of a suitcase like that?

Jonathan: I wouldn't 
really say my home is a 
suitcase, but I think that 
people really hold onto 
their possesions a little bit 
too much, and people 
think that they need to 
have their favorite books 
nearby when they probably 
will never even read it 
again. 

I really don't think it's 
necessary to have all of 
those things there, so I 
don't need to have a lot of 
nice clothes with me all the 
time. I don't need to carry 
around all of these 

souvenirs of days gone by. 
I'm perfectly comfortable 
having just a minimal 
amount of things with me. 
I have changes of clothes 
so it's not like I'm in any 
way suffering from a lack of 
personal hygiene and such 
things.

Jeff: So, but... so what do 
you do? How do you clean 
your clothes? What do you 
do when you want to buy 
something new?

Jonathan: Well, I find 
that in fact I don't often 
buy so many things when I 
travel. I buy the 
necessities, but I try to 
keep everything small in 
size so for example I have 
one small little pack that 
has shampoo, conditioner 
and body soap, and I can in 
fact, fill it up from a lot of 
hotels which offer those 
things to their guests. I can 
have a little bar of soap. I 
have a small towel to travel 
with. I can take my clothes 
to a coin laundry. At worst, 

I put on a pair of shorts 
while I'm washing my two 
pairs of jeans. 

If it's a cold weather 
country perhaps people 
look at me a little bit funny, 
but being Canadian and 
descended from cold 
weather countries, I don't 
have a difficulty with it.

Packed
Jonathan talks about 
how his luggage has 
changed over the 
years. 
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Comprehension Page elllo.org

B) Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) prolific travel all the time

2) live out of a suitcase abundant; large amount

3) possesions cleanliness

4) days gone by history

5) personal hygiene things that one owns

C) Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1)

 | live | out of a | like that | you | how | do | suitcase |  ?

2)

 | do | you | clothes | how | clean | your |  ?

3)

 | you | when | you want | do | to buy something | what do | new |  ?

How would 
Jonathan 

respond to the 
questions?
And You?

4)

| you wear | you are | doing | when | what | do | laundry |  ?

A) Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What does Jonathan try to do when packing? 3) When buying things, what is important?

a) Pack heavy
b) Pack securely
c) Pack light

a) Size
b) Weight
c) Durability

2) What does he discuss about packing? 4) What are hotels good for?

a) Clothes
b) Documents
c) Electronics

a) Washing clothes
b) Stocking up on shampoo
c) Getting free towels
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Bits and Pieces

Jeff: So, Jonathan, you are the... maybe the 
most prolific traveler I have ____________, 
and your home is a suitcase, so how do you 
live out of a suitcase like that?

Jonathan:____________really say my home 
is a suitcase, but I think that people really 
hold onto their possesions a little bit too 
much, and____________ they need to have 
their favorite books nearby when they 
probably will never even read it again. 

I really don't think ____________ to have 
all of those things there, so I don't need to 
have a lot of nice clothes with me all the 
time. I don't need to carry around all of 
these souvenirs of days gone by. I'm 
perfectly comfortable having just a 
minimal amount of things with me. I have 
changes of clothes so it's not like I'm in 
any way suffering from 
____________personal hygiene and such 
things.

Jeff: So, but... so what do you do? How do 
you clean your clothes? What do you do 
when you want to buy something new?

Jonathan: Well, I find that in fact I don't 
often buy ____________ when I travel. I 
buy the necessities, but I try to keep 
everything small in size so for example I 
have one small little pack that has 
shampoo, conditioner and body soap, and I 
can in fact, ____________ from a lot of 
hotels which offer those things to their 
guests. I can have a little bar of soap. I 
have a small towel to travel with. I can take 
my clothes to a coin laundry. At worst, 
____________ pair of shorts while I'm 
washing my two pairs of jeans. 

If it's a cold weather country perhaps 
people look at me ____________, but being 
Canadian and descended from cold 
weather countries, I don't have a difficulty 
with it.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

fill it up
I wouldn’t

so many things
I put on a
ever met

people think that
it’s necessary

a little bit funny
a lack of
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1. What word would you use to 
describe the type of traveler 
that you are? Explain why.

2. Do you think you could live 
out of a suitcase?

3. Do you wish that you had 
more possesions or fewer?

4. What things do you keep 
that you never really use?

5. Do you travel light or do you 
bring “everything but the 
kitchen sink”?

 Camille - France Amad - Indonesia
I am one of those people that has 
little decorations all over my 
apartment. Everytime I take a trip, I 
bring back at least one souvenir. 
Some people think it’s crazy to have 
so many possessions but to me, my 
possessions are like photos that help 
me remember my travels. 

I would say that I am a “shoestring 
traveler”. That means that I spend 
less than the price of a shoestring 
on my trips. In other words, 
instead of staying at a hotel, I 
camp; instead of going to 
restaurants, I buy rice and beans at 
the grocery store and cook for 
myself; instead of buying 
souvenirs, I write in a journal. 

Atsedu - Ethiopia Arturo - Chile
I used to keep possessions around 
forever but now, every couple of 
months I try to get rid of things that 
I don’t use anymore. It’s amazing 
how many books, movies, and CDs I 
give away that I thought I would use 
all the time. Sometimes I’m amazed 
to find that they still have the plastic 
on them and I haven’t even been 
used once. 

I’m sure that I could live out of a 
suitcase because I traveled all over 
South America with just one army 
bag. Most of the places I went 
were warm so it was easy to travel 
light but sometimes it was difficult 
to keep my clothes clean, 
especially after camping. I would 
rather be dirty on an adventure 
than clean and bored though. 
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Comprehension Page elllo.org

B) Phrase Match: Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) prolific 2 travel all the time

2) live out of a suitcase 1 abundant; large amount

3) possesions 5 cleanliness

4) days gone by 4 history

5) personal hygiene 3 things that one owns

C) Unscramble: Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1) How do you live out of a suitcase like that?

 | live | out of a | like that | you | how | do | suitcase |  ?

2) How do you clean your clothes?

 | do | you | clothes | how | clean | your |  ?

3) What do you do when you want to buy something new?

 | you | when | you want | do | to buy something | what do | new |  ?

How would 
Jonathan 

respond to the 
questions?
And You?

4) What do you wear when you are doing laundry?

| you wear | you are | doing | when | what | do | laundry |  ?

A) Main Points: Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) What does Jonathan try to do when packing? 3) When buying things, what is important?

a) Pack heavy
b) Pack securely
c) Pack light

a) Size
b) Weight
c) Durability

2) What does he discuss about packing? 4) What are hotels good for?

a) Clothes
b) Documents
c) Electronics

a) Washing clothes
b) Stocking up on shampoo
c) Getting free towels
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Bits and Pieces

Jeff: So, Jonathan, you are the... maybe the 
most prolific traveler I have ever met, and 
your home is a suitcase, so how do you live 
out of a suitcase like that?

Jonathan: I wouldn't really say my home 
is a suitcase, but I think that people really 
hold onto their possesions a little bit too 
much, and people think that they need 
to have their favorite books nearby when 
they probably will never even read it again. 

I really don't think it's necessary to have 
all of those things there, so I don't need to 
have a lot of nice clothes with me all the 
time. I don't need to carry around all of 
these souvenirs of days gone by. I'm 
perfectly comfortable having just a 
minimal amount of things with me. I have 
changes of clothes so it's not like I'm in 
any way suffering from a lack of personal 
hygiene and such things.

Jeff: So, but... so what do you do? How do 
you clean your clothes? What do you do 
when you want to buy something new?

Jonathan: Well, I find that in fact I don't 
often buy so many things when I travel. I 
buy the necessities, but I try to keep 
everything small in size so for example I 
have one small little pack that has 
shampoo, conditioner and body soap, and I 
can in fact, fill it up from a lot of hotels 
which offer those things to their guests. I 
can have a little bar of soap. I have a small 
towel to travel with. I can take my clothes 
to a coin laundry. At worst, I put on a pair 
of shorts while I'm washing my two pairs 
of jeans. 

If it's a cold weather country perhaps 
people look at me a little bit funny, but 
being Canadian and descended from cold 
weather countries, I don't have a difficulty 
with it.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

fill it up
I wouldn’t

so many things
I put on a
ever met

people think that
it’s necessary

a little bit funny
a lack of
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