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Fred: Hi, Anja. So, you're from
Switzerland, right?

Anja: Yes, | am.

Fred: Oh, | was wondering because |
was reading recently and | was
wondering what were the traditions of
Santa Claus in Switzerland?

Anja: Yes, it is quite different | guess
from the rest of America or Canada,
because in fact we don't have Santa
Claus bringing the Christmas presents
on Christmas.

Fred: You don't have a Santa Claus
bringing presents?

Anja: Yeah, that's right. We do have
Santa Claus but he comes on the sixth
of December.

Fred: The Sixth of December! For us,
in North America, it's the 25th of
December.

Anja: Yeah, indeed. Santa Claus will
bring your presents but it's more like
little presents of nuts or mandarin, or
little chocolates.

Fred: So he brings
fruits for Christmas?

Anja: Yes, that's right.
Fred: Oh, OK.

‘- .
Anja: Because, you

know, Santa Claus, he

lives in the forest so he....

Fred: Wait, wait, wait! Santa Claus
lives in the forest??? He doesn't live in
the North Pole?

Anja: Yes, that's right. He lives in the
forest.

Fred: Wow. OK.

Anja: With his little fellow that helps
him, you know, collect all the fruits and
nuts.

Fred: Are they elves?

Anja: No, no. It's just one guy, his
friend, and it's a little bit difficult to say
the name-- you won't understand it--
with him as his donkey. There's a
donkey too. It helps him carry all the
presents for the kids, so he will just
come to the peoples! houses and ring
a bell, and say, @m here.O

Fred: He rings the bell?
Anja: That's right.

Fred: And he enters from the front
door and then gives the gifts...

Anja: That's right.

Fred: Oh, he doesn't go through the
chimney.

Anja: No, oh, yeah, that's right. He
just enters the door, the parents open
the door, like, 'Please come in' and
the kids are usually hiding because
they are really scared of Santa Claus.
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Swiss Santa

Jeff and Anja discuss the surprising
differences between the legend of
Santa in North America and Switzerland

Oh, and one more thing, it's quite
different, but Santa Claus is kind of a
scary person because if you're actually
bad, it's not only that you won't get
presents, but he will also put you in a
bag and take you away to the forest.

Fred: Santa Claus will put the in kids
the bag?

Anja: Yes.
Fred: And then take them away?

Anja: Yes, if you were a bad boy or a
bad girl he will do that.

Fred: Wow, that is something very
different from our tradition in Canada.
So who is the person that brings the
presents on Christmas day?

Anja: Yes, that's a good point. We
have an angel coming down from
heaven bringing all the presents at
one point during the night.

Fred: An angel brings the presents on
Christmas day and not Santa Claus?
wow!

Anja: Yes.

Fred: I'm very surprised.

Anja: That's right.
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COMPREHENSION FAGE

Main Points: Answer these questions about the interview

1) When does the Swiss Santa come? 3) How does Santa enter the house?
a) December 6th a) Through the chimney

b) December 16th b) Through the door

c) December 26th c¢) Through a window

2) Where does the Swiss Santa live? 4) Who brings gifts for Christmas day?
a) The North Pole a) Bad Santa

b) The Matterhorn b) An Angel

c) The forest c) EIf children

Phr ase Match: Match the phrases from the left with their meaning on the right.

A) Wondering ____interesting opinion
B) It is quite a bit different ____customs

C) A little fellow ____atiny man

D) That® a good point ____thinking

E) Our tradition ____contrasting

Unscramble the sent ence: 1) Put the mixed up sentences in order.

1. our that is very different something from Wow! in Canada tradition

2. It's not only that you won't get, but he will also presents put you in a bag and take away you

3. Claus lives Santa live in the forest??? He doesn't Wait, wait, wait! in the North Pole?
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BITS AND PIECES

Fill-in-the-blanks with the wor ds at the bottom. Then listen and check your answers.

Fred: Hi, Anja. So, you're from Switzerland, right?
Anja: Yes, | am.
Fred: Oh, | was

was reading recently and | was wondering what wer e the
traditions of Santa Claus in Switzerland?

Anja: Yes, they are quite different | guess from the rest of
like America or Canada,

don't have Santa Claus bringing the Christmas,
the presents, on Christmas.

Fred: You don't have a Santa Claus bringing pr esents?

Anja: Yeah, that's right. Like, we do have Santa Claus
the sixth of

December.

Fred: The Sixth of December! But us, it's the 25th of
December.

Anja: Yes, that's right.
Fred: Oh, wow, that's really different.
Anja: Yeah, indeed. Like Santa Claus will bring your

presents little

like presents of nuts or mandarin, or little chocolates.
Fred: So he's bringing fruits for Christmas?

Anja: Yes, that's right.

Fred: Oh, OK.

Anja: Because, you know, Santa Claus, he's living in the
forest so he....

Fred: Wait, wait, wait! Santa Claus lives in the forest? He
doesn't live in the North Pole?

Anja: Yes, that's right. He lives in the for est.
Fred: Wow. OK.

Anja: With his little fellow that helps him, you know ,
collect all the fruits and nuts.

Fred: Are they elves?

Anja: No, no. It's just one guy, his friend, and it's a little
bit difbcult to say the name. You won't understand it.
With him as his donkey. There's a donkey too. It helps
him carry all the presents for the kids,

ring a bell, and so, 'I'm here.’
Fred: He rings the bell?
Anja: That's right.

to the peoplesO houses and

Fred: And he enters from the front door
the gifts...

Anja: That's right.
Fred: Oh, he doesn't go thr ough the chimney.

Anja: No, oh, yeah, that's right. He just enters the door
like, the parents open the door, like, 'Please come in'
and the kids are usually hiding

gally scared of Santa Claus. Oh, and one
more thing, it's quite dif ferent, but like the Santa Claus,
it's kind of a scary person

actually bad, it's not only that you won't get pr esents,
but he will also put you in a bag and take you away to
the forest.

Fred: Santa Claus will put the in kids the bag.
Anja: Yes.
Fred: And then take them away?

Anja: Yes, if you were a bad boy or a bad girl he will do
that.

Fred: Wow, that is something very dif ferent from our
tradition in Canada. So who is the person that brings the
presents on Christmas day?

Anja: Yes, that's a good point. Like we have an angel
coming down from the heaven and bringing all the
presents, actually, someone during the... at one point
during the night.

Fred: An angel brings the presents on Christmas day
and not Santa Claus, wow!

Anja: Yes.
Fred: I'm very surprised.
Anja: That's right.

because hey ae
wondering because | vas
so he will justcome
but he's coming on

because in ct we

but it's more like
and then gives

because ifyou're
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WHAT DO YOU [HINK ?

Timed Discussio n:
Speak with a partner about
the following questions.

1. Can you explain the American legend of Santa?

2. Can you summarize AnjaBverson of Santa?

legend of Santa in gur culture?
4. Do you bdieve in Santa? Canogu prove it?
5. What do you want Santa to bringoy?
6. Were you a good by or gitl this year?
7. How do you plan to sped Dec. 25th this gar?

8. What is your favorite holiday?

3. Are ther any dharactes or storie similar to the

D

Write about one of the questions above:

Lim - China
In China, Santa Clausis
called Dun Che Lao Ren. That

Yared - Ethiopia
We cdebrate on the7th of
January a the church. We

means OChristmas Old Man receve candle when we enter

We decorde trees with
ornaments madedrom pape.
We call then Otees of lightO.
Most peple aren®Christian
in China hut there are some
peoplewho cdebrate
Christmas

Liya - Russia

and then we walk apund the
church 3 times and tha we
stand ér thewhole ceeemorny
which takes about 3 hows We
give gifts too It that is just a
small part ofit.

Isabela - Brasil

We have a stoy of a gandma| love to makeOpesiosO &

named Babushka. Like Santa,
shebrings pesents to good
children becauseshewasi®
able to gie presents to ésus
when hewas bon becauset
was too cold.

Christmas timewhich are
small modés of the bed of
straw tha Jesus slet on when
hewas bon. This year | am
making onéor the church
and anothe oneto put in the
window of our house

Stories base on inb a http://www .santaset/ar oundtheworld.htm
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