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Engaged
Lindsay talks about her engagement and 
what kind of wedding she will have. 

Chris : Hey, Linds.

Lindsay : Hi, Chris. How are you?

Chris : Pretty good. Hey, I heard you're 
getting married?

Lindsay : I 
am. I got 
engaged in 
July and 
I'm getting 
married 
next 
September.

Chris : 
Wow. That's  
quite a long time between getting 
engaged and getting married.

Lindsay : It is but in America you 
usually have an engagement for one 
year.

Chris : Why is that?

Lindsay : I don't know , but now it's 
very regular to have a long 
engagement so if I don't have a long 
engagement, it seems like it's a 
rushed wedding.

Chris : So, what do you have to do 
between now and next September? 
What do you have to prepare?

Lindsay : Well, I hired the band.

Chris : Already?

Lindsay : Yes. They're a funk band.

Chris : Brilliant.

Lindsay : They play the Beatles and 
Earth, Wind & Fire.

Chris : Together?

Lindsay : Maybe not together, but I've 
hired a band and they'r e great and I've 
also hired the ßorist, and I've hired the 
caterer so we have the food and 
everything sorted and I have picked 
the location.

Chris : Well, how long did it take you 
to decide all that? It seems like you've  
done a lot of preparation already.

Lindsay : It took me about two months  
to get everything done. I saw about 
Þve different 
bands and six 
different ßorists 
and I looked at 
about seven 
different places.

Chris : Did the 
bands actually 
come to your 
house? Kind of set 
up in your living room and play or 
what?

Lindsay : No, I would look at the video.  
Each band had a video, so I 
previewed by looking at their video, 
but it was important for me to have a 
band that was very lively and that had 
an MC, so someone could be in 
charge of the wedding to say the 
announcements.

Chris : OK. Well, that sounds good. 

Lindsay : Yeah.

Chris : And so, are you doing all the 
preparation or is your ÞancŽ helping 
out?

Lindsay : He's pretty much doing 
nothing so I'm doing everything, so 
the last thing that we r eally need to 
Þgure out is the guest list and then 
what will the ceremony be like.

Chris : OK. So I suppose he's paying 
for everything, right? That's his job?

Lindsay : No, actually, I'm very 
fortunate in the fact that my par ents 
are paying for most of it, and my 
Þnance's parents are paying for some 
of it as well, so... and I think we'r e 
going to have about a hundr ed people 
so it should be maybe kind of 
expensive, but...

Chris : Oh, that's pr etty big.
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COMPREHENSION PAGE

M ain Points: Answer these questions about the interview

elllo

Phr ase Match: Match the phrases from the left with their meaning on the right.  
Check answ ers at: http://www .el l lo.or g/N ot esAudio0801/8 48!AN!H erW edding.mp3

1) When is she getting married?

a) In a month
b) Next spring
c) In one year

2) What does she say about the planning?

a) She needs to start.
b) She is behind schedule.
c) She has done a lot.

         

3) How did she preview the bands?

a) By video
b) In person
c) Live

4) Who is paying for most of the wedding?

a) Her ÞancŽ
b) Her parents
c) His parents

A) engaged

B) rushed wedding

C) an MC

D) Þgure out

E) the fact that

___ not enough time to prepare

___ master of ceremonies

___ because

___ not married yet, but soon you will be

___ make a decision; come to a conclusion

Summarize: Writ e a summary of the main ideas that Lindsay discusses using only 4 sentences. 

1.__________________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________________________________________________________

4.__________________________________________________________________________
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Chris : Hey, Linds.

Lindsay : Hi, Chris. How are you?

Chris : Pretty good. Hey, ___________________________ 
you're getting married?

Lindsay : I am. I got engaged in July and I'm getting 
married next September.

Chris : Wow. That's quite a long time between getting 
engaged and getting married.

Lindsay : It is but in America you usually have an 
engagement for one year.

Chris : Why is that?

Lindsay : I don't know , but now it's very r egular to have a 
long engagement ___________________________ a long 
engagement, it seems like it's a rushed wedding.

Chris : So, what do you have to do between now and 
next September? What do you have to pr epare?

Lindsay : Well, I hired the band.

Chris : Already?

Lindsay : Yes. They're a funk band.

Chris : Brilliant.

Lindsay : They play the Beatles and Earth, Wind & Fire.

Chris : Together?

Lindsay : Maybe not together, but I've hired a band and 
they're great ___________________________ hired the 
ßorist, and I've hired the caterer so we have the food 
and everything sorted and I have picked the location.

Chris : Well, how long did it take you to decide all that? It  
seems like you've done a lot of pr eparation already.

Lindsay : It took me about two months to get everything 
done. I saw about Þve different bands and six dif ferent 

ßorists __________________________  seven different 
places.

Chris : Did the bands actually come to your house? Kind 
of set up in your living room and play or what?

Lindsay : No, I would look at the video. Each band had a  
video, so I previewed by looking at their video, 
___________________________ to have a band that was 
very lively and that had an MC, so someone could be in 
charge of the wedding to say the announcements.

Chris : OK. Well, that sounds good. 

Lindsay : Yeah.

Chris : And so, are you doing all the preparation or is 
your ÞancŽ helping out?

Lindsay : He's pretty much doing nothing so I'm doing 
everything, ___________________________ we really need 
to Þgure out is the guest list and then what will the 
ceremony be like.

Chris : OK. So I suppose he's paying for everything, 
right? That's his job?

Lindsay : No, actually, I'm very fortunate in the fact that 
___________________________ for most of it, and my 
Þnance's parents are paying for some of it as well, so... 
and I think we'r e going to have about a hundred people 
so it should be maybe kind of expensive, but...

Chris : Oh, that's pr etty big.

Lindsay : Yeah, but I'm gonna get a lot of pr esents so I'm  
very excited

BITS AND PIECES

Fill-in-the-blanks with the wor ds at the bottom. Then listen and check your answers. 

elllo

but it was important for me
and IÕve also 

I heard  
so the last thing that  

so if  I donÕt have   
and I looked at about   
my parents are paying
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WHAT DO YOU THINK ?
elllo

Timed Discussio n: 
Speak with a partner about 

the following questions.

1. Do you want to get married someday? When?

2. What would be a romantic way to propose? 

3. What kind of a preparations would you do?

4. Who usually pays for the wedding in your 
culture?

5. What to people wear at weddings in your 
culture? 

6. Does the government provide any beneÞts for 
married couples where you are from?

7. Where would you have the wedding?

8. What are weddings like in your culture?

Writ e about one of the questions above: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Salma - Mor occo    ______

5 days before the wedding, the 
bride takes a ceremonial bath 
and other women put make 
up and jewelry on her and also 
paint designs on her skin 
called henna. The bride is not 
supposed to do any housework 
until the paint has faded 
completely from her skin. 

 Shaikh - UAE     ______
The government gives money 
to young couples that wish to 
get married to encourage the 
UAE men to marry UAE 
women instead of marrying 
foreign women. They give 
about 65,000 dirham which is 
about 15,000 US dollars. I 
think IÕm in love! 

Nok - Thailand    ______
We have a custom where the 
brideÕs family stops the groom 
from entering the wedding 
ceremony by asking for an 
Òentrance feeÓ. When he pays 
enough to make them happy, 
he is allowed to enter and he 
sits down next to his bride. 

Carolina - Chile   ______  
Before a man can propose to a  
woman, he asks permission 
from his girlfriendÕs father.  At 
the wedding ceremony the 
bride and groom exchange 13 
gold coins for good luck. It is 
also lucky if they sneak away 
from the wedding without 
saying goodbye. 
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