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Todd : I thought we would 
talk a little bit about 
personality traits. So, I'm 
gonna give you a quiz.

Rebecca : Oh,God, I'll 
probably fail.

Todd : OK, the first one is, do 
you procrastinate? Are you a 
procrastinator?

Rebecca : Yes. For certain 
things. And also for study.

Todd : Oh, 
really.

Rebecca : 
Yeah.

Todd : ‘Cause 
you're a 
student?

Rebecca : 
Yes. Yes. So. 
When I have study to do, it’s 
just more--ahhhhh, there's 
other things that I could be 
doing.

Todd : Right, so if you have a 
paper or something, you wait 
‘till the night before?

Rebecca : Yeah. It's always 
last minute. I've heard that if 
you were a last minute person 
in high school, you will always 
be a last minute person 
throughout your life, so it 
doesn't leave much hope for 
me.

Todd : You're set for life.

Rebecca :  Yep.

Todd : Yeah, well, as a teacher, 
I can always tell what students 
turn in stuff at the last 
minute. So, next is, are you 

somebody who 
worries a lot?

Rebecca : 
Sometimes. Yes. 
Probably when I 
need to plan 
things. Yeah. 
Then I'll worry 
about if 
everything is OK, 
but other times 
it's just... I'll just 

go with the flow.

Todd : Go with the flow. Do 
you worry about things like 
money or do you worry about 
things like like the future or 
stuff like that? Or are you 
pretty much easy going and...?

Rebecca : I sort of do think 
about the future a bit and 
worry a little bit of you know, 
what's gonna happen, but 
other than that, no, I just see 
what happens. Money wise, 
not really worry about it too 
much. I can't budget, so I 
don't worry about money.

Todd : The last one is, what 
about detail? Are you 
somebody who's really picky 
about detail?

Rebecca : Yes. I am with 
paperwork. When 
something's written, or 
advertising things like that. At 
work, yeah, I was always very 
picky about the grammar or 
making sure that everything 
was in same font and lined up 
squarely so, yeah, but other 
than that, no.

Todd : Well, then, just lastly 
then, are you good at 
planning? Do you like to plan 
things?

Rebecca : I do. Yeah, I've 
planned a holiday for my 
family over Christmas and 
New Year's and that worked 
out really well, so yeah, I can 
plan things. Sometimes I plan 
like the future a bit too much, 
but yeah. Apart from that....

Todd : That's interesting. So 
in your real life, you're very 
organized and you plan, but in 
your student life, you 
procrastinate.

Rebecca : Yeah. Yeah. 
Completely two different lives 
I think.

Personal 
Traits
Rebecca answers 
questions about her 
personality and 
work habits. 
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Comprehension Page

Main Points:  Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) In which does she procrastinate?
a) Personal paperwork
b) Her studies
c) Her household chores

2) What does she worry about sometimes?
a) Family
b) The future
c) Money

3) Is Rebecca picky about details?
a) Yes, definitely
b) Not that much
c) Not at all

4) What is Rebecca good at planning?
a) School events
b) Family vacations
c) Weekend parties

Phrase Match:  Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. procrastinate

2. last minute

3. set for life

4. go with the flow

5. fussy

___ picky 

___ no worries; flexible

___ a) never change   b) rich

___ almost no time left

___ wait to do something 

Unscramble:  Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order. 

1.     a !   are you!   procrastinate!   procrastinator!  do you!   ?

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2.   who is! always worrying !  a person! are you !  ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.    what !  worry about!  tend to!  do you !  ?
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.   who ! likes to ! are you!  someone !  plan things !  ?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Discussion : Can you remember how Rebecca answered the above questions?
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Bits and Pieces

Todd : I thought we would talk a little bit about 
personality traits. So, I'm gonna give you a quiz.

Rebecca : Oh,God, I'll probably ____________.

Todd : OK, the first one is, do you 
procrastinate? Are you a procrastinator?

Rebecca : Yes. For certain things. And also for 
study.

Todd : Oh, really.

Rebecca : Yeah.

Todd : ‘Cause you're a student?

Rebecca : Yes. Yes. So. When I have study to 
do, it’s just more--ahhhhh, there's other things 
that I ____________.

Todd : Right, so if you have a paper or 
something, you wait ‘till the night before?

Rebecca : Yeah. It's always last ____________. 
I've heard that if you were a last minute person 
in high school, you will always be a last minute 
person throughout your ____________, so it 
doesn't leave much hope for me.

Todd : You're set for life.

Rebecca :  Yep.

Todd : Yeah, well, as a teacher, I can always tell 
what students turn in stuff at the last minute. 
So, next is, are you somebody who worries a lot?

Rebecca : Sometimes. Yes. Probably when I 
need to plan ____________. Yeah. Then I'll 
worry about if everything is OK, but other 
times it's just... I'll just go with the flow.

Todd : Go with the flow. Do you worry about 
things like money or do you worry about things 
like like the future or stuff like that? Or are you 
pretty much easy going and...?

Rebecca : I sort of do think about the future a 
bit and worry a little bit of you know, what's 
gonna happen, but other than that, no, I just see 
what ____________. Money wise, not really 
worry about it too much. I can't budget, so I 
don't worry about ____________.

Todd : The last one is, what about detail? Are 
you somebody who's really picky about detail?

Rebecca : Yes. I am with ____________. When 
something's written, or advertising things like 
that. At work, yeah, I was always very picky 
about the grammar or making sure that 
everything was in same font and lined up 
squarely so, yeah, but other than that, no.

Todd : Well, then, just lastly then, are you good 
at planning? Do you like to plan things?

Rebecca : I do. Yeah, I've planned a holiday for 
my family over Christmas and New Year's and 
that worked out really ____________, so yeah, I 
can plan things. Sometimes I plan like the 
future a bit too much, but yeah. Apart from 
that....

Todd : That's interesting. So in your real life, 
you're very organized and you plan, but in your 
student life, you procrastinate.

Rebecca : Yeah. Yeah. Completely two different 
____________ I think.                  

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

helped me the most

do everything for me

do anything on my own

such an experience

happen to me

happen for a reason

something happens to you

came to visit me

taken care of

such things happen
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1.  Do you wait until the last 

minute to do things?

2. What do you spend a lot of 

time worrying about?

3. What kinds of small details are 

you fussy about?

4. What kinds of things do you 

plan out carefully?

 Sunny - China Ines  - Portugal
Although it doesn’t feels more fun 
than worrying, I guess I worry about 
my e-mail. For some reason, I can’t 
stop checking it. I must check it a 
thousand times a day. If I’m not 
checking it on my phone, I check it 
on the computer. I don’t know why I 
am so obsessed with it. Most of it is 
just spam anyway. I should really get 
a new hobby. 

Even though I get excellent grades 
in school, I always procrastinate 
on my assignment. It seems like 
almost everyday of the week, I 
promise myself in the morning 
that I will get my work done. 
Then when I come home in the 
afternoon, I’m a different person 
and I forget about my goal. I guess 
I’ll never learn. 

Arnaud  - Belgium Carly  - New Zealand
Whenever I take a trip out of town, 
I never bring a map and I never 
bring a guide book. I would much 
rather be spontaneous and just take 
things as they come. One time a trip 
where my friends and I rolled the 
dice at every major intersection. If 
we rolled 1 or 2 we went straight, 3 or 
4 meant go left, and 5 or 6 meant go 
right. It was incredibly suspenseful. 

If you knew how long it takes me 
to do my hair, you would be 
shocked. I think that certain hair 
styles match certain outfits and it 
takes me forever to get it just 
right. Sometimes I have to change 
my whole outfit to make it match 
my style for that day. Sometimes I 
have to change the hairstyle to 
make it match the outfit. 

http://www.elllo.org
http://www.elllo.org


elllo.org    

Go online for the slide show, interactive quiz, and free downloadable MP3 of this interview: www.elllo.org : Interview #874

Comprehension Page: ANSWER KEY

Main Points:  Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) In which does she procrastinate?
a) Personal paperwork
b! Her studies
c) Her household chores

2) What does she worry about sometimes?
a) Family
b! The future
c) Money

3) Is Rebecca picky about details?
a! Yes, deÞnitely
b) Not that much
c) Not at all

4) What is Rebecca good at planning?
a) School events
b! Family vacations
c) Weekend parties

Phrase Match:  Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1. completely honest

2. what anybody would feel

3. it’s nobody’s fault

4. I couldn’t even move 

5. I felt like a kid again 

3   no one is to blame; accidents happen

5   youthful 

2   universal reaction

4   couldn’t do easy things 

1   to tell the truth

Unscramble:  Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.  
                      Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 

   1.     a !   are you!   procrastinate!   procrastinator!  do you!   ?
" Do you procrastinate? Are you a procrastinator? 

   2.   who is! always worrying !  a person! are you !  ?
" Are you a person who is always worrying?

   3.    what !  worry about!  tend to!  do you !  ?
" What do you tend to worry about?

   4.   who ! likes to ! are you!  someone !  plan things !  ?
" Are you someone who likes to plan things?

Discussion : Can you remember how Rebecca answered the above questions?
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Bits and Pieces: ANSWER KEY

Todd : I thought we would talk a little bit about 
personality traits. So, I'm gonna give you a quiz.

Rebecca : Oh,God, I'll probably fail .

Todd : OK, the first one is, do you 
procrastinate? Are you a procrastinator?

Rebecca : Yes. For certain things. And also for 
study.

Todd : Oh, really.

Rebecca : Yeah.

Todd : ‘Cause you're a student?

Rebecca : Yes. Yes. So. When I have study to 
do, it’s just more--ahhhhh, there's other things 
that I could be doing .

Todd : Right, so if you have a paper or 
something, you wait ‘till the night before?

Rebecca : Yeah. It's always last minute . I've 
heard that if you were a last minute person in 
high school, you will always be a last minute 
person throughout your life , so it doesn't leave 
much hope for me.

Todd : You're set for life.

Rebecca :  Yep.

Todd : Yeah, well, as a teacher, I can always tell 
what students turn in stuff at the last minute. 
So, next is, are you somebody who worries a lot?

Rebecca : Sometimes. Yes. Probably when I 
need to plan things . Yeah. Then I'll worry 
about if everything is OK, but other times it's 
just... I'll just go with the flow.

Todd : Go with the flow. Do you worry about 
things like money or do you worry about things 
like like the future or stuff like that? Or are you 
pretty much easy going and...?

Rebecca : I sort of do think about the future a 
bit and worry a little bit of you know, what's 
gonna happen, but other than that, no, I just see 
what happens . Money wise, not really worry 
about it too much. I can't budget, so I don't 
worry about money .

Todd : The last one is, what about detail? Are 
you somebody who's really picky about detail?

Rebecca : Yes. I am with paperwork . When 
something's written, or advertising things like 
that. At work, yeah, I was always very picky 
about the grammar or making sure that 
everything was in same font and lined up 
squarely so, yeah, but other than that, no.

Todd : Well, then, just lastly then, are you good 
at planning? Do you like to plan things?

Rebecca : I do. Yeah, I've planned a holiday for 
my family over Christmas and New Year's and 
that worked out really well , so yeah, I can plan 
things. Sometimes I plan like the future a bit 
too much, but yeah. Apart from that....

Todd : That's interesting. So in your real life, 
you're very organized and you plan, but in your 
student life, you procrastinate.

Rebecca : Yeah. Yeah. Completely two different 
lives  I think.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces
(Some will be used more than once)

paperwork

well

lives

things

fail

life

minute

could be doing

money

happens
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