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Lindsay: So, since we are 
talking about technology, I 
have a question for you. Is 
there any gadget or 
technology that you're really 
addicted to?

Jake: That would have to be 
video games. I have pretty 
much every video game 
console that was releases 
since the late 80's.

Lindsay: Are you serious?

Jake: Yes. Every one of them.

Lindsay: Wow. I actually 
don't really like video games.

Jake: Why not? They're fun.

Lindsay: I don't know. I 
used to when I was a kid, but 
recently they just don't appeal 
to me... to sit in front and 
like, use my thumb to press 
this thing to make it jump 
and I guess I'm just not very 
good at them.

Jake: Well, they're getting 
more and more involving now, 
it's kind of like having an 
interactive movie except you 
get to be the main character 
in the movie.

Lindsay: Yeah, I guess. I 
need to get used to it. I'm 
really bad at them right now, 
so I'm just not comfortable 
with them.

Jake: Yeah, I know what you 
mean. One thing I've noticed 
a lot with games lately is that 
they're so complicated to 
control that you have to be 
like a hard core gamer to even 
begin to understand how to 
play the game.

Lindsay: Do you think 
you're a hard core gamer?

Jake: I would have to say I 
am, though I'm not exactly 
proud of it.

Lindsay: Oh, really. What 
constitutes a hard core 
gamer? How often to you 
play?

Jake: Pretty much, well, 
probably for most hard core 
gamers, it would be every day.

Lindsay: Every day. How 
many hours?

Jake: An hour or two, at the 
least.

Lindsay:  OK, what about 
you? How often do you play 
every day?

Jake: Well, since, I'm 
working, there are lots of days 
when I don't play at all, and I 
would like to be able to play 
more.

Lindsay: OK, so one of you 
goals in life is to play more 
video games?

Jake: No, I wouldn't say that 
but it's a good way to relax 
and sometimes it's more fun 
than just watching TV when 
you have nothing better to 
do.

Lindsay: OK, so you play... 
try to play every day but 
sometimes you don't and 
then, are there any tips you 
can give me to become a good 
video gamer?

Jake: Well, just the more you 
can play, the more better 
you'll get. I don't necessarily 
want to play more because as 
you know there isn't really 
any reward for playing games 
more.
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Comprehension Page elllo.org

B) Phrase Match:  Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) appeal complicated

2) get used to give interest

3) involving embarrassed by

4) not proud of makes

5) constitutes become familiar with

C) Unscramble:  Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1)

 yourself | consider | a | Do | hardcore | you  |  gamer |  ?

2)

constitutes | say | you | a | What | hardcore | would | gamer |  ?

3)

you | do | play | often | How | games | video | or watch | TV  | ?

How would Jak! 
respond to th! 

questions?
What about you?

4)

accomplish | to | like | What | a | is | goal | would ?

A) Main Points:  Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) How do they feel about video games? 3) How does Jake describe himself ?

a) Only Jake likes them.
b) Only Lindsay likes them.
c) They both like them.

a) A casual game
b) A hard core game
c) A daily player

2) How does Jake describe the new games? 4) What statement is true?

a) Better than movies.
b) Very complicated
c) Too pricy

a) Jake wants to play more.
b) Jake wants a new TV.
c) Jake does not want to play more.
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Bits and Pieces

Lindsay: So, since we are talking about 
technology, I have a _________ you. Is there 
any gadget or technology that you're really 
addicted to?

Jake: That would have to be video games. I 
have pretty _________ video game console that 
was releases since the late 80's.

Lindsay: Are you serious?

Jake: Yes. Every one of them.

Lindsay: Wow. I actually don't really like 
video games.

Jake: Why not? They're fun.

Lindsay: I don't know. I used to when I was a 
kid, but recently they just _________ to me... 
to sit in front and like, use my thumb to press 
this thing to make it jump and I guess I'm just 
not very good at them.

Jake: Well, they're getting more and more 
involving now, it's kind of like having an 
interactive movie except you get to be the 
main character in the movie.

Lindsay: Yeah, I guess. I need to _________ 
to it. I'm really bad at them right now, so I'm 
just not comfortable with them.

Jake: Yeah, I know what you mean. One thing 
I've noticed a lot with games lately is that 
they're so complicated to control that you have 
to be like a hard core gamer to even begin to 
understand how to play the game.

Lindsay: Do you think you're a hard core 
gamer?

Jake: I would have to say I am, though I'm 
not exactly _________ it.

Lindsay: Oh, really. What constitutes a hard 
core gamer? How often to you play?

Jake: Pretty much, well, probably for most 
hard core gamers, it would be every day.

Lindsay: Every day. How many hours?

Jake: An hour or two, at the least.

Lindsay:  OK, what about you? How often do 
you play every day?

Jake: Well, since, I'm working, there are lots 
of days when I don't play at all, and I would 
like to be _________ play more.

Lindsay: OK, so one of you goals _________ 
is to play more video games?

Jake: No, I wouldn't say that but it's a good 
way to relax and sometimes it's more fun than 
just watching TV when you have nothing 
better to do.

Lindsay: OK, so you play... try to play every 
day but sometimes you don't and then, are 
there any tips you can give me to become a 
good video gamer?

Jake: Well, just the more you can play, the 
more better you'll get. I don't necessarily want 
to play more because as you know there isn't 
really _________ for playing games more.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

get used

donÕt appeal

in life

able to

proud of

any reward

question for

much every
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Write about one of the discussion questions: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think?
Discussion Write the number of the question being answered in the box

1) Did you play video games 
when you were younger?

2) Do you have a video game 
console at your house?

3) Do you prefer playing video 
games or sports?

4) Do you think video games 
will be popular with old people 
in the future?

5) Do you think we will ever 
video games in 3D or a virtual 
world?

 Minnie - Taiwan Daigo - Japan
Honestly I prefer playing sports to 
video games because I think that 
you can enjoy the game when you 
play it yourself. Well if its racing cars 
or bikes, it’s a bit different because it 
can be risky. Such games can be 
enjoyed via videos as well. If I’m 
playing a game, I prefer it to be in 
reality, with actions and 
entertainment.

I prefer playing sports, especially 
basketball because I can enjoy 
playing it with other people as a 
team and have a lot fun when 
competing with other teams. I 
think it’s better to make myself 
exercise, run around and do 
something than sitting still playing 
video games. That would be much 
healthier. 

Richard - England Nick - Canada
Yes I can recall my childhood and 
the time in high school when I used 
to spend a much time on video 
games, playing with my brother or 
my friends. Mostly I would play car 
racing games and would never give 
up until I won at least one game out 
of many. My father was always 
yelling at me to put the game away, 
which not I think was a good thing.

Yes, I did. When I was about six 
years old my grandmother got me 
my first video game console, Super 
Nintendo. This was the beginning 
of a fruitful career of video 
gaming. Later on I would purchase 
two versions of Gameboy and a 
Nintendo 64. I think I still have 
them stashed in box somewhere.
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B) Phrase Match:  Match the phrases on the left with the example on the right.

1) appeal 3 complicated

2) get used to 1 give interest

3) involving 4 embarrassed by

4) not proud of 5 makes

5) constitutes 2 become familiar with

C) Unscramble:  Put the mixed up sentences in the correct order.

1) Do you consider yourself a hardcore gamer?

 yourself | consider | a | Do | hardcore | you  |  gamer |  ?

2) What would you say constitutes a hardcore game?

constitutes | say | you | a | What | hardcore | would | gamer |  ?

3) How often do you play video games or watch TV?

you | do | play | often | How | games | video | or watch | TV  | ?

How would Jak! 
respond to th! 

questions?
What about you?

4) What is a goal you would like to accomplish?

accomplish | to | like | What | a | is | goal | would ?

A) Main Points:  Answer the following questions about the interview.

1) How do they feel about video games? 3) How does Jake describe himself?

a) Only Jake likes them.
b) Only Lindsay likes them.
c) They both like them.

a) A casual game
b) A hardcore game
c) A daily player

2) How does Jake describe the new games? 4) What statement is true?

a) Better than movies.
b) Very complicated
c) Too pricy

a) Jake wants to play more.
b) Jake wants a new TV.
c) Jake does not want to play more.
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Bits and Pieces: Answers

Lindsay: So, since we are talking about 
technology, I have a question for you. Is 
there any gadget or technology that you're 
really addicted to?

Jake: That would have to be video games. I 
have pretty much every video game console 
that was releases since the late 80's.

Lindsay: Are you serious?

Jake: Yes. Every one of them.

Lindsay: Wow. I actually don't really like 
video games.

Jake: Why not? They're fun.

Lindsay: I don't know. I used to when I was a 
kid, but recently they just don't appeal to 
me... to sit in front and like, use my thumb to 
press this thing to make it jump and I guess 
I'm just not very good at them.

Jake: Well, they're getting more and more 
involving now, it's kind of like having an 
interactive movie except you get to be the 
main character in the movie.

Lindsay: Yeah, I guess. I need to get used to 
it. I'm really bad at them right now, so I'm just 
not comfortable with them.

Jake: Yeah, I know what you mean. One thing 
I've noticed a lot with games lately is that 
they're so complicated to control that you have 
to be like a hard core gamer to even begin to 
understand how to play the game.

Lindsay: Do you think you're a hard core 
gamer?

Jake: I would have to say I am, though I'm 
not exactly proud of it.

Lindsay: Oh, really. What constitutes a hard 
core gamer? How often to you play?

Jake: Pretty much, well, probably for most 
hard core gamers, it would be every day.

Lindsay: Every day. How many hours?

Jake: An hour or two, at the least.

Lindsay:  OK, what about you? How often do 
you play every day?

Jake: Well, since, I'm working, there are lots 
of days when I don't play at all, and I would 
like to be able to play more.

Lindsay: OK, so one of you goals in life is to 
play more video games?

Jake: No, I wouldn't say that but it's a good 
way to relax and sometimes it's more fun than 
just watching TV when you have nothing 
better to do.

Lindsay: OK, so you play... try to play every 
day but sometimes you don't and then, are 
there any tips you can give me to become a 
good video gamer?

Jake: Well, just the more you can play, the 
more better you'll get. I don't necessarily want 
to play more because as you know there isn't 
really any reward for playing games more.

Put the PHRASES in the spaces

get used

donÕt appeal

in life

able to

proud of

any reward

question for

much every
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